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Mitochondria (singular mitochondrion) are the structures within cells
that help produce energy. They have their own genes which are
passed down the female line with only the occasional mutation.
Return to Text.

A group led by Svante Paabo analysed one 379-unit sequence (from
of a total of 16,500 base pairs in human mitochondrial DNA) from an
upper arm bone from a Neandertal skeleton supposedly 30,000
100,000 years old. They found that it differed from living humans by
27 + 2.2 substitutions; modern humans differ among themselves by
only 8.0 = 3.1. Their paper is M. Krings et al., Cell 90:19-30, 1997,
cited in R. Ward and C. Stringer, ‘A molecular handle on the
Neanderthals‘, Nature 388(6639):225-226, 1997, and Roger Lewin,
‘Distant Cousins’, New Scientist 155(2091):5, 1997. Return to Text.
See Creation magazine articles ‘Life from Mars? Separating fact
from fiction” 19(1):18-20, December 1996; ‘Mars claims weaken
further’ 19(2):8, March 1997; ‘Kentucky Fried Dinosaur?’ 19(2):6,
March 1997; ‘No dino feathers after all’, 19(3):6, June 1997; ‘Down-
under dating dilemma’ 19(3):7, June 1997. Return to Text.

T. Lindahl, ‘Instability and decay of the primary structure of DNA’,
Nature 362(6422):709-715, 1993. S. P&&bo himself has found that
DNA fragments a few hours after death into chains 100-200 units
long, that water alone would completely break it down by 50,000
years, and that background radiation would eventually erase DNA
information even without water and oxygen, ‘Ancient DNA’,
Scientific American 269(5):60-66, 1993. Return to Text.

R. Ward and C. Stringer, ‘A molecular handle on the Neanderthals’,
Nature 388(6639):225-226. Return to Text.

For a comprehensive creationist treatment of alleged human
evolution, see Marvin Lubenow, Bones of Contention, Baker Books,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1992. Return to Text.
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